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Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the Issue Fee. 

In the abstract: 

Replace the Abstract of record by the Abstract attached hereto. 

COMMENTS 
Abstract 

The abstract was amended pursuant to MPEP § 608.01 (b), so as to reduce its 
length to no more than 1 50 words. 

Reasons For Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the 
independent claims define a process for forming an upholstered trim or covering 
including forming U-shaped notches spaced along an edge of a first upholstery panel. 
A second panel having an edge is aligned with the notched edge of the first panel and is 
sewn. The first panel is attached to the second panel by a stitch line Qoin sew) parallel 
to the edges offset or inboard from the edges a distance greater than the depth of the 
notches (or up to about four times a depth of the notches). A further, second stitch is 
provided outboard the first stitch line and inboard of the notches. The notches in the 
thus produced upholstery product reduce the volume of material at the attached edges 
and thus provide an edge portion that is substantially from of wrinkles. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Pertinent Citations 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. Kawasaki illustrates a method for sewing upholstery panels 
comprising elastically deforming at least one panel and then aligning and sewing the 
two panels. Carson illustrates a method of forming a furniture covering including 
placing the covering such that wrinkles are avoided. Sasaki et al. Illustrate a location 
board for use in forming upholstery including a plurality of notches and sewing holes. 
Sakamoto et al. illustrate alignment notches for aligning two panels in preparation for 
sewing the panels. Crotty et al. Illustrate a visor including curved portion with notches 
being folded and attached. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571 ) 272-4983. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). / ^ 
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Abstract 

A process for joining adjacent edges of vehicle upholstery panels, particularly in 
applications wherein at least one of the edges is curved. The process includes the step 
of forming a plurality of U-shaped notches along a curved edge of a first upholstery 
panel, which are substantially evenly spaced along a portion of the curved length of the 
upholstery panel edge. At least a portion of an edge of a second upholstery panel is 
substantial aligned with a portion of the curved edge of the first upholstery panel. The 
first and second panels are stitched along a stitch line substantially parallel to edges of 
the first and second panels, wherein the stitch line is offset from aligned edges of the 
first and second panels by a distance greater than the depth of the notches and wherein 
successive portions of the edges are brought into alignment as stitching progresses. 


